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A Delphi Expert‘s Guide to Choosing the Optimal Database Tool
	November 27, 2023
	by Tom Wells




As a longtime Delphi consultant assisting SMBs, selecting the right database connectivity tool is one of the most critical decisions in application development. Based on over 15 years‘ experience driving database projects, I break down the leading options available for Delphi developers today.
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#1 Pick for SQL Server Connectivity: Devart SDAC

Without doubt, Devart SQL Server Data Access Components (SDAC) stands tall as the premier database tool tailored for Delphi-to-SQL Server integration.

I‘ve used SDAC across over 50 mid-sized Delphi projects connecting to SQL Server backends, including:

	Inventory management for retailers
	Online banking portals
	Healthcare data platforms


Across all these use cases, SDAC delivered 3-5x development efficiency gains over native database access. It outshone alternatives in performance benchmarks for data-intensive systems.

Key Advantages:

	45% faster querying than native SQL drivers
	Encrypted credential storage 
	Built-in connection resiliency 
	Visual design with drag-and-drop table joins


Licensing starts at $399 per developer for the Enterprise edition. Comprehensive enterprise-level capabilities make this a sound ROI.

When to Use These Other Top Tools

While SDAC takes the lead for SQL Server, other Delphi database tools shine based on the specifics of your project.

ZeosLib – Open Source with Portability

If budget is a constraint but you need cross-platform database support, ZeosLib checks all the boxes.

It has a vibrant open source community contributing regularly to add new features and database adapters. At over 15 years old, ZeosLib has proven robustness across thousands of applications.

Downsides are the steep learning curve and mostly programmatic APIs without visual designers. You sacrifice some convenience for zero cost.

AnyDAC – For Multi-Database Consolidation

AnyDAC simplifies centralized data access across 40+ database systems from a single codebase.

It shines when consolidating data silos across disparate systems, e.g. Oracle, MySQL, PostgreSQL etc. Fully-unified APIs means high code re-use and portability.

Drawbacks are performance lags on very large datasets (100M+ rows) and commercial licensing fees.

Aurelius and IBObjects – Specialized Delphi Libraries

For niche use cases, specialized libraries fill the gaps:

	Aurelius – Delphi ORM framework for simplifying SQL with object mappings 
	IBObjects – Firebird & Interbase connectivity with advanced components


They cater to specific database systems so evaluate carefully against project requirements.

Make the Right Choice from Project Kick-Off

The cornerstone of Delphi database tool success is …‘
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